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Design Innovation Building
The Opportunity
As UC San Diego prepares for
tremendous growth in the coming years
they are raising the bar with restaurant
and retail offerings to satisfy the evolving
tastes of students, faculty and staff. This
74,000-square-foot collaborative facility
aims to encourage new ideas, products
and services that contribute to UC San
Diego’s entrepreneurial spirit. Specifically,
the goal is to encourage more
collaboration between Jacobs School of
Engineering, Visual Arts, Cognitive Science,
the Office of Innovation and
Commercialization, the Alumni Association
and other campus departments. This goal
will be accomplished through multipurpose
building space that can be easily
reconfigured for various programs,
meetings and studio learning.
The new facility will become a center for
design and innovation activities, which are
currently distributed across the campus.
Adjacent to the new Light Rail Transit
(LRT) station, the Design and Innovation
Building will provide a new entrance
experience to the campus and serve as a
beacon for students, faculty, staff and
visitors.

overview

UC San Diego – Design Innovation Building

Design & Innovation
Building

• Transformational project that will become the hub for
campus’ design and innovation initiatives.
• New construction located within 74,000 SF facility, featuring
contemporary full glass storefront, expansive kitchen/dining
room, and oversized dedicated outdoor patio.
• Located adjacent to the new Light Rail Transit (LRT) station,
the Design Innovation Building will provide a new entrance
experience to campus.

• Across from Pepper Canyon outdoor amphitheater, available
for students, faculty, staff, and visitors to enjoy for formal
and informal events.
• Daily activation 12,000 | Annual Activation 3,000,000
• Nearby student housing includes: Pepper Canyon West
Student Housing (approx. 1,308 new undergraduate beds ,
estimated completion Fall 2022), Pepper Canyon East, and
East Mesa Housing.

Kiosk

site plan

Restaurant

Restaurant Space
4,507 SF + 1,091 SF Patio

floor plans

Kiosk
347.5 SF + Outdoor Seating

Pepper Canyon Outdoor Amphitheater Rendering

The University

• Established in 1960, UC San Diego has grown to become
one of the top 15 research universities in the world.
• Main campus is located near the Pacific Ocean on
approximately 1,200 acres of coastal woodland in La Jolla,
California.
• UC San Diego enrolls the largest number of students
among colleges and universities in San Diego County.
• UC San Diego is the largest employer based in San
Diego County.
• 30,671 Total number of full and part-time academic and
staff employees at UC San Diego
• For more than a decade, U.S. News & World Report has
included UC San Diego among the nation’s top 10 public
universities.
• UC San Diego Athletics proudly advances to the Big West
NCAA Division One Conference in 2020.

The Retail Climate
• Approximately 50,000 customers are on-campus on a daily
basis. Once on campus for the day, most people stay on campus
for the day and eat on campus.
• Student population 36,624 (28,587 undergrad)
• Students living on campus are currently 15,174, projected to
increase to over 27,000 by 2030.
• Approximately 40% of students are housed on campus.
Freshman students are not allowed to have cars at school.
• 16,720 faculty and staff work on campus, with higher
disposable income than students. They represent 33% of the
campus headcount daily (larger than both on campus and off
campus students).
• Faculty and Staff numbers are projected to grow 39% by
2030.
• Annual retail spending for on campus students = $5,675,
students who live off campus = $7,058, faculty and staff
$8,256
• Trolley access, coming Fall 2021, will increase accessibility to
campus for all San Diego locals and tourists.
*per 2018 Thompson Retail Study
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